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Dear Families, 
 
This year at Jefferson Elementary School we will be working toward meeting the following school comprehensive education (SCEP) 
goals and will continue to welcome your input on how we can help all students to succeed. We at Jefferson commit to… 
 
Promoting real world skills (i.e. decision-making, self-awareness and critical thinking) in the classroom. 

 Engage students in blended learning 

 Increase executive functioning skills 

 Implement Data Chats 
Increasing student engagement and connectedness to school. 

 Update the Jefferson Communication plan to include students 

 Increase programs and activities that will support social, emotional, and educational needs 

 Promote cultural responsiveness and inclusivity 
Also, we will continue to reinforce positive behaviors and life skills through our PBIS PAW, and Lifelong Guidelines programs. 

You can help at home by practicing basic math facts with your child, reviewing life skills, and ensuring he/she is reading at least 20 
minutes a day. Jefferson’s website includes grade level web pages with monthly updates of the ELA Wonders and Eureka Math Curricu-
lums.  Included on each grade level webpage, is a visual of the weekly Wonders sheet that provides the following: story, genre, com-
prehension skill, vocabulary strategy and words, writing traits, grammar, mechanics, spelling words, phonics and high frequency words. 
You will also find Eureka Math Tips for Parents. You may access your child’s weekly ELA sheets and Math Tips for Parents by following 
the steps below: 

Go to :     https://www.uticaschools.org/jefferson for these and other parent resources 
Click on the tab “Class Pages” and select your child’s grade level 
Click on the tab “Monthly Curriculum” and select the month 
Monthly sheets are now visible for you and your child by the week/module 

Continuing to help your child maintain great punctuality and attendance is instrumental in developing positive work habits and ensur-
ing success in school.   
 

Progress reports are scheduled to be sent home on October 22nd. Please begin speaking with your child about developing learning 
goals for the remainder of Marking Period 1. Please review your child’s learning goals with them regularly to reinforce student growth 
and achievement. 
 
A special thank you to the entire Jefferson community! It is through working together as a team that we all succeed.  Please contact me 
at 315-368-6700 or via email at vrejrat@uticaschools.org, if you need anything! 
 
Thank you, 

https://www.uticaschools.org/jefferson


 
First Graders are off to a great start this school year. The first few weeks of school in ELA, we 
reviewed kindergarten skills such as high frequency words, as well as, letters and sounds during 
Smart Start.  We just started working on our first grade Wonders curriculum. In Math, we are 
completing number bonds, counting on to add, and solving word       
problems, plus much more. We started our new Social Studies curriculum 
and are currently studying rights and responsibilities of citizens. In      
Science, our focus is Engineering and Technology. In Writing City all first 
graders are working on Unit 1, which is Getting Ready for Writing.  We 
are so happy to be back in school full time.  We are excited about working 
with your child and with you this school year!  

 
We are so glad to have all of our new friends with us in Kindergarten this year!  We have a lot of 
hard wording students.  In reading, we have been working on our letters and sounds for a, m, 
and s.  We are starting to make words and blend the sounds of those letter together to read the 
words.  We’ve learned high frequency words such as: I, can, we, the, a.  In math, we are writing 
numbers 0-10 and counting those numbers both forwards (0-10) and backwards (10-0).    Please 
continue to practice these skills at home as well as writing their own name.  We are looking   
forward to a great year with our classes! 



 

Welcome back to the new school year Grade 2 Students and Parents!  As the new academic 
school year commences, Grade 2 students are working diligently in all of their subject areas. In 
our ELA Wonders Series, we are studying "Friends Help Each Other," literary elements,     
phonics, comprehension skills, spelling, grammar and writing skills.  In Mathematics, we are       
studying: sums and differences to 20, addition and subtraction of length units, place value, 
counting and comparison of numbers to 1,000. In Social Studies, we are studying about history. 
Lastly, in Science we are exploring the world of Engineering and our role in it as young scien-
tists!  

Welcome to third grade! We are a team of cooperative, hard-working, and responsible learners. 
We have many goals that we are working toward this year. We want to become fluent readers. In 
order to reach this goal, we will read every day. We will read many different stories and texts 
using helpful comprehension strategies. We will think deeply about the text, look for evidence to 
support our answers and write about what we read.   
   
We want to master the properties of multiplication and division with units of 0-5. In order to 
reach this goal, we are learning new strategies to help us solve word problems. We are            
remembering to show our math work.  We are practicing our multiplication facts so we can     
recite them in a snap! 
 
In Social Studies, we are learning about communities in our country and all around the world. 

We are also learning about force and trying to think like scientists! We have a lot to do and learn 

in third grade!  We are ready for the challenge! 



Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! We sure hope you found your summer to be relaxing, 
reenergizing and enjoyable. We are looking forward to a year full of hard work and learning. 
Our 5th grade students have been working very hard on place value and decimal fractions. Math 
skills are strengthened when it is practiced often. Please encourage your children to practice 
their multiplication math facts as these fundamental skills are crucial to the success of the       
upcoming module lessons.  Additionally, your child can go on zearn.com to practice the math 
skills that are being taught in the classroom. 
 
It is very important that our 5th grade students are reading daily at home. Please encourage your 
child to read everyday to improve fluency and comprehension. Your child can go on      
readtheory.org to practice their reading skills. This program will track your child’s performance 
and quickly analyze his/her results so you can see how he/she is performing. 
 
Please visit the “Student Links” page which is provided on our school website. These sites will 
greatly assist your child to reinforce math and literary skills. As always, we greatly appreciate 
your support at home. 

 
The children are off to a great start! We've become reacquainted, made new friends, and are 
ready to explore the wealth of learning that the Grade 4 curriculum has to offer.  
 
We've been studying about place-value, comparing and 
rounding numbers, how animals are classified, the      
continents, and oceans that make up our world  We’ve  
also read some interesting stories. 
 
To quote Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Nothing great is ever 
achieved without enthusiasm." In our 4th grade  
classrooms, enthusiasm abounds! 



Eddie Howard Jr. 
Ali Talas 
Amila Kadic 
Valentina Kecan 
Alicia Moe 
Jessica Nguyen 
Malek Ali 
Mason Roman 
Ajsa Mekic 
Aliyah Nadarevic 
Angelia Cardin 
Joshian Cirino-Diaz 
Adel Causevic 
Emillione Gaston 
Siranoush Marashian 
Kyle Kelachinathu 
 

Rosar Be 
Eh Htoo 
Jeffrey Moo 
Phoenix Blount 
Seldina Mujcic 
Adin Bajric 
Kion Atkins 
Gabrielle Butler 
Angel Martinez Moreno 
Christal Williams 
Rashi Daroe 
Joseph Etman 
Kenan Grgic 
Nur Syafiqah Khair Ahmad 
John Nguyen 
Mckenzie Thornton 

Avery Hughes 
Sisi Win 
Riley Wilkinson 
Andrielys Ramirez 
Asif Nadarevic 
Eldin Zeric 
Leah Jackson-Carey 
Zyera Sparrow 
Violet Nieves 
Nyomi Prescod 
Kennedy Le 
Xavier Velte 
Gianna Dougall 
Ehchris Paw 

Kaylan Le 
Aidin Divovic 
Sophia Pelli 
Kadyn Spratt 
Maximilian Moo 
Joseph Polise 

 
 
Happy Autumnal Equinox from grade six!! Yes, the first day of fall has arrived and we are busy 
learning schedules and trying to balance out homework, sports and family time.  We could not 
be happier to see our students back in school in person!  Our sixth grade classes are off to a 
great start this year!  We have done some great getting to know you activities and have been 
working well with our new classmates.  Please continue to have your child read daily and      
practice their multiplication facts 1-12 as it is so important to our 6th grade curriculum! Also, if 
you have not signed up for class dojo please do so, as it is our main form of contact.  Please let 
one of us know if you need assistance.  
 



Aheri Velte  
Jaxon Hughes 
Jovanna Garcia  
Saytayu Moo 
Mikaela Duniec  
Amila Kadic  
Xavier Velte  
Edin Causevic  
Leah Jackson-Carey 
Ester Ma  
Miley Oleksik  
 
 

John Nguyen  
Eddie Howard  

 
Again, we have begun this year, live zoom morning announcements 

with, Frank, Jaida, Jeremiah, and Sophia each morning.  Every   

classroom teacher connects to the morning announcement zoom link 

so all students can see and hear the announcements.   

Each morning the students say the Pledge of Allegiance then          

announce the weather, lunch for the day, quote of the day, joke of the 

day, did you know fun fact and school activity reminders. 

There is now a “Joke Box” at the security station for anyone that 

would like to contribute a joke.   The anchors will read the joke and 

acknowledge the student on air. 

If you would like to see the morning announcements, they are        

recorded, then linked on our webpage so parents/guardians can view 

them each day.   Click on the attached picture on our webpage to 

view the announcements. 

 

Mahirah Shameem  
Kaylan Le 
Khadijah Mnondwa  
Adel Causevic  
Selia Nguyen  
Aliyah Nadarevic 
Jaxen Davy  
Antonio Pina  
Abdulkadir Muktar  
Chrysanthemum Htoo  
Nicholas Malagese  
 
 
 



  

The school district understands that Durham is      

experiencing a driver shortage which is a statewide 

problem.  

Any bussing issues can 

be directed to Durham 

Student Bussing Ser-

vices.  We are sending messages via Class DoJo to let parents 

know when busses will be late and when they have left the 

school.  Please be sure you have set up your classroom Dojo 

app to receive these and other important messages. 

 
In order to more quickly communicate with parents about any confirmed positive 

cases identified by the Oneida County Health Department at our school, the school district 

be implementing the following procedures effective Monday, September 20,  
 

1.  An automated School Messenger Robocall will be sent out to parents at  

Jefferson Elementary School upon notification of a positive  
 

2.  A "Daily COVID-19 Positivity Report" will be 

added to our school website and will updat-

ed  
 

As a result of these new, more rapid communication 

procedures, a COVID-19 notification will no 

longer need to be sent by  

 

 



This year marks the 

20th anniversary of the 

September 11th terrorist 

attacks on the World 

Trade Center, the    

Pentagon, and the 

Town of Shanksville, 

Pennsylvania.          

September 11th is a day 

many Americans       

remember with a broken 

heart, and how we   

united in a common 

bond.   

It is also a day to honor 

those who answered the 

call to defend the nation 

and our freedom.   

On September 11th, all 

schools in the Utica City 

School District joined in 

a moment of silence 

honoring the memory 

of those lost. 



The Jefferson STEAM   

Makerspace Summer Pro-

gram is an exciting initiative 

that brings exploration,         

creativity, and hands-on 

learning to the classroom 

and beyond. With          

Makerspace, students work 

on their own or in teams to 

build, create, learn and 

solve. Makerspace covers 

topics like robotics, physics, 

coding, electricity, and 

more. Makerspace projects: 

Include ELA Skill inte-
gration 

Engage students in 
hands-on projects 

Develop problem-
solving skills and en-
courage self-direction 

Foster teamwork, deci-
sion-making, creativi-
ty, and higher-level 
thinking 

Supports STEAM, so-
cial studies, and vo-
cational education 
curriculum -Follett 
Learning 








